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The Royal Aeronautical Society has been honouring outstanding achievers in the 
global aerospace industry since 1909, when Wilbur and Orville Wright came to 
London to receive the Society’s first Gold Medal. In the years that have followed, 
honouring aerospace achievers has become a permanent tradition of the Society.
The Society’s Awards Programme has rewarded individuals and teams who have made 
an exceptional contribution to aerospace, whether it is for an outstanding contribution 
or achievement, a major technical innovation, for exceptional leadership, long and 
valued service, or for work that will further advance aerospace.

The most prestigious and long-standing awards in global aerospace honouring 
achievement, innovation and excellence.
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PROFESSOR MICHAEL FRISWELL
PROFESSOR OF AEROSPACE STRUCTURES, SWANSEA UNIVERSITY

Professor Friswell is being awarded the Specialist Bronze Award in recognition of his 
contributions to the understanding of morphing aircraft structures using advanced materials 
and their control and actuation systems.

He began his career at the Admiralty Research Establishment, Portland but has spent the 
past 27 years as an academic. He has co-authored two books and over 600 journal and 
conference papers. He is the first in the UK to work on morphing aircraft that are bio-inspired 
by natural fliers. His work has inspired many researchers in the UK and Europe to work in this 
field and has had a significant impact on academia with over ten thousand citations according 
to Google Scholar.

Specialist Bronze Award

Awarded for work of merit, which has led to advances or contributions within specialist disciplines in the aerospace industry.

PROFESSOR PETER BEARMAN
SENIOR RESEARCH INVESTIGATOR, DEPARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS, 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON

Professor Bearman is being awarded the Specialist Silver Award in recognition of his 
experimental research work in fluid mechanics, particularly the flow around bluff bodies 
and the effect of their vortex wakes on body vibration for which he has gained a leading 
international reputation.

He has had a distinguished academic career that has included leading one of the top UK 
university aeronautical engineering departments which culminated in his appointment 
as Deputy Rector of Imperial College. In addition, he has built up and led the well-known 
research group in Formula 1 aerodynamics at Imperial College which has educated 
many of the aerodynamicists in the industry.

Specialist Silver Award

Awarded for exceptional work, which has led to significant advances or contributions within specialist disciplines in the 
aerospace industry.

GAIA SATELLITE TEAM
EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY

This award is in recognition of the Team’s exceptional 
engineering achievements in relation to the Gaia Satellite, 
which was successfully launched in December 2013. The 
development and application of innovative materials and 
technologies will underpin the investigation of the origin and 
subsequent evolution of the Milky Way with unprecedented 
precision. The Gaia spacecraft will create a map of the Milky 
Way Galaxy one hundred times better than anything seen 
before. The unprecedented precision demanded a novel 
approach to the mission design, effectively removing the 
traditional separation between spacecraft and payload, 
and breaking new ground in terms of mechanical, and thus 
thermal, stability of the system overall.

Specialist Team Silver Award

Awarded for exceptional work, which has led to significant advances or contributions within specialist disciplines in the 
aerospace industry.


